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proved to be one of the greatest detriments to the
prosperity of the colony it ever met.

The Society of Friends at this time, however, with
commendable sympathy for the oppressed and abused
colored residents of Cincinnati, and with their prover-
bial liberality, raised a sum of money sufficient to
purchase eight hundred acres of land of the Canada
Company for the benefit of the colony. The funds
were placed in the hands of one of their number,
Frederick Stover, who went to Canada as their agent,
purchased the land, and settled colored people upon it,
which comprised nearly all of the Wilberforce settle-
ment. This occurred before I settled in Canada, and
the consequence was, when I desired to purchase land,
none could be obtained. At the time, however, of
which I am speaking, the Canada Company were
constructing a road through their possessions, some
seventy miles in length, and the principal contractor,
Mr. Ingersoll, had agreed to take land in part pay-
ment for his services on the road. In accordance with
this agreement, he accepted one lot of land situated
within the Wilberforce settlement, which he agreed to
sell to Mr. Lewis for twenty-five dollars. Mr. Lewis,
knowing that I was anxious to purchase, accepted the
offer, and then came and showed the contract, offering
it to me on condition that I paid him the twenty-five
dollars" which he had just paid Mr. Ingersoll. This I
was glad to do; I paid the demand; took an assign- Israelites, "they went out with
